
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO

 
 

 

Superb Darren is Lions 

‘European Ambassador 

 

 
 

Darren is pictured with PDG Teresa Dineen, 

his mother Anne-Marie, DG Frank 

O’Donoghue and Youth Officer Brian 

O’Keeffe 

 

District 133’s ‘Young Ambassador’, Darren 

McDonald, became the ‘European Young 

Ambassador’ at the EUROPA Forum in 

Skopje, Macedonia, on Saturday 27th 

October. Darren, sponsored by Carlow Lions 

Club, faced stiff competition from Young  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ambassadors from the UK, Belgium, 

Macedonia, Germany, Italy and Romania. 

The international judges interviewed each 

candidate on Friday and the next day each of 

the contestants made a presentation on 

her/his project before a small audience of 

supporters and visitors. The presentations 

were of a very high standard and each 

described a very worthwhile project. These 

ranged from providing ‘shoes that grow’ for 

a school in Africa to collecting Christmas 

boxes for 1,600 poor children. Darren’s 

project had two phases. Phase 1 involved 

raising €6,000 to help purchase a wheelchair 
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accessible mini-bus for St Lasarian’s Special 

School in Tullow, which his two brothers 

had attended. This was achieved in June. The 

second phase involves fundraising to adapt 

the ‘JamRock Café’ at Tullow Youth Project 

premises to make them Special Needs 

Friendly. When this is completed the St 

Lasarians pupils will use the new bus to 

attend the youth project on a regular basis. 

Many members of the audience remarked 

that they found hearing about the projects 

and witnessing the passion and commitment 

of the Young Ambassadors quite 

inspirational. When the judges announced 

the result, 3rd place went to Germany, 2nd to 

the UK, and Darren was proclaimed the 

winner. Later, during the Forum closing 

ceremony, Darren was presented with his 

prize and was able to make a presentation on 

his project to the audience of over 2,000 

Lions and guests. He performed 

exceptionally well and had the audience 

‘eating out of his hand’. 

Darren’s prizes include a trophy and a 

bursary of €3,500, to be used towards his 

project. 

Darren  has promoted positive mental health 

awareness through the Youth Club and 

headed a ‘Generation Connection’ project in 

which senior citizens and teenagers ‘talk sing 

and dance together’ with the teenagers 

sharing their IT know-how while the senior 

impart knowledge of local history and 

heritage. Darren has also  raised funds for  

HOPE Foundation in Kolkata, India, has 

won Gaisce and John Paul II awards for 

volunteering and has recently joined the Irish 

Army Reserve. 

 

 

 

He also owns and cares for more than 170 

animals. 

 

Lions Clubs throughout the District are 

currently selecting their candidates for the 

2019 Young Ambassador competition in the 

knowledge that Darren will be a hard act to 

follow. 

 

 

Darren (below) addressing an audience of 

2,000 Lions. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lions Football Final on Super 

Sunday 

 

 
 
Wicklow Rovers 

 

Tullamore Town will play Wicklow Rovers 

in the final of the U13 Lions Cup this 

Sunday (4th  November). This promises to 

be an exceptional game following two very 

entertaining and closely fought semi-finals. 

Commiserations to St Joseph’s Boys and 

Ashbourne United who both put up 

tremendous performances. 

Cup Final Day will kick off at 11am. The 

venue is Dalymount Park, a ground steeped 

in history and which has hosted many of the 

game’s biggest stars over the years. It will be 

a memorable occasion for both teams and 

their managers, parents and supporters.  

The goal for this competition is to raise the 

profile of Lions Clubs, encourage 

participation of teams of all levels, create a 

platform for Lions members to meet each 

other through the medium of sport.  

 

Says project leader John Baitson: 

‘We want the children to enjoy every game 

and create memories for life. In addition, 

each game is an opportunity to spread 

Lionism to the wider community and 

perhaps someday the child or their parents 

will join a Lions Club or support a function. 

I would encourage Lions and friends to 

attend. Admission to the game is free. 

 

 
 

Tullamore 

 

 

 

From DG Frank O’Donoghue 

 

Memories and Anticipation 

 
In my piece in the Newsletter last week, I 

spoke of Ireland's entrant in the Young 

Ambassador Award, at the Lions Europa 

Forum in Skopje , Republic of Macedonia. 

Today I speak of Darren, winner of the 

Young Ambassador Award. For those of us 

present in the main auditorium of the 

Philharmonia Hall for the closing session of 

Europa Forum, it was a memorable moment 

to hear Darren's name announced as the 

winner of the award. But this moment was 

capped by the presentation that Darren gave 

to the audience of 1,200.  

 

It is appropriate to record the appreciation of 

Cabinet for Darren and his family, Carlow 

Lions who nominated Darren and Brian O 



Keeffe , the Youth Award District Officer. It 

was noted at the prize giving that this was 

the first occasion that District 133 Ireland 

had participated in this competition as a 

Single District. We must recognise the 

achievement of Lion Brian from Galway 

Lions Club who not only runs the 

competition with great dedication, but was 

also a mentor and friend to Darren and his 

family. 

 

Europa Forum was not the only involvement 

that the DG team had with senior personnel 

from Lions International in the current week. 

Our International Lions guest of honour at 

the Kinsale Convention in early March, 3rd 

Vice International President Brian Sheehan 

and his wife Lori have spent the week in 

Ireland examining the feasibility of holding a 

Lions International Board Meeting in Ireland 

in March 2022. During the week they visited 

possible venues in Belfast, Dublin and 

Killarney where they met members of the 

DG Team.  

 

Lion Brian has identified his family roots in 

West Cork and is very enthusiastic about 

bringing the first such meeting to Ireland. 

The DG Team and I am confident that every 

Lion would welcome such a visit, which 

would see senior Lions from around the 

world travel to Ireland. It was very enjoyable 

spend the evening with Brian and Lori. 

When I outlined the draft programme for the 

Kinsale Convention, both responded with 

hugely positively. We are going to have an 

outstanding Convention in March, which is 

very appropriate as this will be the 50th 

District Convention of Lions clubs Ireland. 

 

Irish International Board 

Meeting  plan 
 

 
 

This week has seen Third Vice International 

President Brian Sheehan and his wife Lori 

visit Ireland. They combined  visiting the 

original home place of the Sheehan Family 

in West Cork with examining the feasibility 

of hosting a Lions International Board 

Meeting in Ireland. The group from Lions 

International also included Lion Gary 

Serafini ,who has responsibility for 

organising events.  

The group was joined by DG Frank, and 

advisers from  Conference Bureau Ireland 

and the Irish Event Management Company 

working with LCI. 



Stalwart Lion Honoured 

 

 
 

 

In October 2018, Tullamore Lions Club 

member, Conor Finnegan, became a Melvin 

Jones Fellow. Conor has been a stalwart 

member of the club for 31 years and the 

news that he has been made a Melvin Jones 

Fellow was very warmly received. 

Conor’s involvement in the work of Lions 

Clubs stretches back to his teenage years. 

His father was a Charter Member of Sligo 

Lions Club in 1974 and went on to serve the 

club as secretary and president. Conor, 

showing signs of the talent that was to lead 

to him becoming an architect, got roped in 

when someone with skills in calligraphy was 

required. He enjoyed that involvement but 

couldn’t have imagined then that, in time, he 

would emulate in Tullamore the great 

achievements of his father in Sligo 

Settled in Tullamore, he was invited to join 

the Lions Club in 1987 and straight away 

showed great commitment and empathy for 

the work involved. Mick Clavin, a shrewd 

judge of talent, invited Conor to become 

club secretary during Mick’s year as 

president in 1991. He still holds that 

position. His continuous service as secretary 

was broken just once and for a very good 

reason. In 1995/96, Conor served as 

president, affording Matt Doyle the 

distinction of being one of only two 

members to hold the office of secretary in 

the past thirty years. 

Conor fulfils the duties of secretary with 

great skill, tact and efficiency, but he is not 

just an indispensable secretary, he is one of 

the most involved members in all of the 

many activities of the club. 

 

 

 

Get ‘Kinsale Ready’ 
 

 
 

Kinsale and District Lions Club will host the 

50th annual District Convention.  

The event is expected to attract up to 300 

delegates and visitors to Kinsale over the 

weeknd 1st – 3rd March, 2019.  

Booking for the convention is now open. 

The Convention Director is Eddie McCarthy 

a past president of Kinsale Lions Club. The 

standard package costs €185.00 per person 

and includes two nights accommodation 

(March 1st /2nd 2019) based on two people 

sharing in a standard room, two tickets to the 

Governors Ball on Saturday night , one 



convention registration fee and/or one 

partners package. 

These rates are quoted on a pre pay basis 

only, but the booking can be cancelled with a 

full refund up to 48 hours before arrival date. 

Bookings can be made by contacting  

Fidelma at Actons Hotel. - 021 4779900  / 

fmccarthy@actonshotelkinsale.com 

Executive rooms cost an additional €20 per 

room per night subject to availability and 

single rooms also cost an additional €20 per 

night. 

A ‘Dine Around’ Kinsale Good Food 

Restaurants is available on the Friday  night 

at €40 pp payable on the night. 

For Lions attending only on the day, the 

convention registration fee is  €35 

Additional accommodation on Thursday or 

Sunday nights costs €45 pp sharing (standard 

room) 

 

 

Quiz Season Begins 
 

Wicklow Lions head for their local pubs this 

week- but not a drop of strong drink will be 

consumed. 

It will be the official start of the new season 

of the annual Quiz Fundraising Nights 

For the the next 6 months the quiz 

committee will meet every Wednesday in 

various pubs throughout the area supporting 

up to 20 local charities and organisations 

which they have done for over 25 years and 

have raised a huge amount of money 

locally.The quiz is run very professionally 

with a lot of work and organisational skills 

by a special quiz team culminating in a grand 

final which will be held in March 2019 

 

 

 
 

Leo the Lion swots up for the Wicklow Quiz 

Season 

 

Cabinet Alert 
 

The next District 133 Cabinet Meeting takes 

place at the Carlton Hotel, Dublin Airport on 

Saturday next 10th November. 

 

It is YOUR Newsletter 

 
Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 



1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

 

 

Communicate and WIN 
 

 

Lions District 133 is launching new Awards 

which will recognise excellence in 

communications. 

The District Communications Awards will 

be presented at the District Convention in 

Kinsale. 

Awards will be presented to Lions Clubs and 

Lions in four categories: 

1. Best Website 

2. Best Social Media Presence. 

3.Club PRO of the Year 

4. 'Scribe' award for club contributions to the 

District Newsletter. 

 

To enter the Best Website category please 

send your club website url to 

fcorr100@gmail.com by 1st December 2018. 

All submitted websites will be assessed by 

the District Communications Team during 

January 2019. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ennis Collects 

 

 
 

 

 

Ennis Lions were among club s from all over 

the country who participated in the Tesco 

Bucket Collection. Clubs report a generous 

response from shoppers and look forward to 

the annul Food Appeal in Dunnes Stores in 

the weeks before Christmas. 

 
 

 

..AND THAT’S ALL FOR THIS WEEK 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


